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Welcome to 7th Grade Math!


7th Grade Math is a year long course designed to teach you concepts that are key to 7th grade mathematics, as well as prepare you for Pre-Algebra. Major topics that we will explore are Number Sense, Integer Operations, 2D and 3D Geometry, Linear Equations and Statistics and Probability.
Some things you can expect from me:

I will be prepared each day and give my best effort to help you learn mathematics. My top priorities are to provide a supportive, safe classroom for all of my students and to help you understand the content of this course. I will design all of our lessons with this in mind. I will greet you with a smile and treat you with respect. I will be available for extra help each week.
My expectations for 7th Grade Math Students:

· Students will treat each other, adults and property with respect. Put downs have a negative impact on the classroom environment and will not be tolerated.
· Students will follow directions the 1st time they are given.
· Students will raise their hand to share their thoughts and ask questions.
· Students will be prepared for class each day with an agenda, pencil, notebook and completed assignments.
· Students will work to the best of their ability each and every day.
Daily Routines and Procedures:

Classes will be organized in a “workshop” style. I have chosen to use this style because I believe it provides the best opportunities for you to learn, practice and demonstrate your understanding of math concepts. You will have a chance to try different strategies, work through problems and ask questions during class time. It also prevents long lectures and wasted time. There will be exceptions from time to time, but most class periods will follow this structure.

Warm Up:


Students will be greeted at the door and enter the classroom. Students will get their math folders and sit in their assigned seat. Once seated, the daily objective and homework can be written in agendas- this should take no more than a minute. Then it is time to begin on the class warm-up. Warm-ups will be connected to the previous day’s lesson or will prepare for the upcoming lesson. They will be graded weekly, based on effort. (5-10 minutes)
Mini Lesson:
The mini lesson will introduce the daily objective and I will model what I want you to learn. This time may include short videos, step-by-step directions, sample problems and/or presentation of new vocabulary. This is a very important part of our class period and needs to be free of distractions. There will be no bathroom breaks or passes given during this time. (15-20 minutes)
Movement Break:


It can be tough to concentrate on math for an entire 80 minute class! Most days we will take a 3-5 minute movement break during the work time. This is not a “free for all,” but I will try to make it fun and allow students to release some energy and regain their focus. (5 minutes)
Work Time:


Students will demonstrate their understanding of the objective and mini lesson while rotating through different stations. Stations will last 10-15 minutes each and will usually include a computer activity, independent worksheets/assignments and an informal assessment with me. This is a great time for you to ask questions and get extra help. Occasionally we may have projects or activities that will last more than one day. My goal is for all students to have a solid understanding of the objective and be able to demonstrate that before the end of class. (40-45 minutes)
Wrap Up:

This is a very quick summary of what was accomplished during the class period. I may ask students to summarize what they have learned or share their work. I will give any additional directions for the homework and students will put away their math folders. Students will be dismissed when they have returned all materials, their desk is clear, and they are quietly standing behind their chair. (5minutes)
Math Folders and Notebooks:


I ask that students provide their own math notebook (please see me if you need help with this).  I will provide each student with a math folder that will stay in the classroom. All completed assignments, notes and warm ups will be kept in the folder until the end of the unit. Students will get out their folder at the start of class each day and put it away before being dismissed. Completed homework should be placed in the folder at the beginning of class each day and will be checked during the warm-up and work time. I will look through folders from time to time, so it is important that they stay in the classroom and stay organized. 

Absent Work:


Good attendance is important to be successful in this class. However, I know that some absences are unavoidable. Students who miss a class should check the Assignment Chart and then the Extra Handouts station to get any handouts they may have missed. Students will have 2 days to catch up on missing work once they return to class. Students may see me if they have special circumstances that will prevent them from meeting this due date and we can discuss a plan to get back on track. I highly recommend after school help for students who are absent.

Incentives and Consequences:
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You are in control of your behavior and the choices you make each day. The result of your choices will be an incentive or a negative consequence.
All-Star Tickets:

All-Star Tickets are my way of showing students that they are on task and meeting or exceeding expectations. I may give a ticket to a student who immediately gets started on the warm-up without being reminded, a student who has great participation during the mini lesson, or a group that shows excellent teamwork during work time. Students are responsible for keeping track of their own tickets. Tickets may be redeemed at any time for extra credit points, entry into the weekly drawing, or choice of seat for a week. 
Weekly Drawing:


This is another incentive for students to work hard during class and complete their homework. Each student that completes all of their homework assignments on time for the week will be entered in a weekly drawing for a small prize and a no homework pass. Students can earn extra entries and improve their chances by redeeming their All-Star Tickets. Drawings will be at the end of the day on Friday.
Detentions:


Detentions will be given to students who choose to not meet the classroom expectations and parents will be notified. Detentions will be during lunch or after school on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Participation Points:


Students will be able to earn 2 participation points each day. One point will be awarded based on participation and attention during the mini lesson. The second point will be awarded based on effort during work time. 
Cheating and Copying:


These are situations where the risk far outweighs the reward. I reserve the right to give a “0” for any student caught giving or receiving “help” on a test or copying answers on an assignment. Talking of any kind during a test or quiz will not be tolerated and I may assume it to be cheating. Please save your conversations for after ALL tests are collected. I will call home if cheating or copying becomes a problem and a detention may be given.
Class Website:


I have created a website for my classes. The address is http://pryormath.weebly.com/. It can be found by going to the PMMS site, then the staff list and click on the link next to my name. I will do my best to post assignments the day they are week and you can then print them from a home or public computer. This is a great resource to use if you forgot/lost your homework or were absent. 
.
Extra Help:


I will be available for extra help at least once a week, usually on Tuesdays, but this may change as the year goes on. I can also be available at other times by appointment. Please take advantage of these times to ask questions or catch up on assignments. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at kellie.pryor@bvcps.net or by phone at (540)261-7340. I look forward to having an excellent school year!

-Mrs. Pryor
Please discuss this handout with a parent/guardian and return to school by Monday, August 23rd.

Student: I have read the classroom procedures and expectations. I understand them and will honor them when I am in 7th Grade Math.
Student Name:______________________________

Signature: __________________________________

Date:___________

Parent: I have reviewed the classroom procedures and expectations and discussed them with my son/daughter. I understand and will support them.

Signature: __________________________________

Date:___________

Check One:
· Student has internet access available if needed for homework.

· Student does not have internet access available if needed for homework.


"It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities."


-Dumbledore








